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HOW TO USE THE “BEBOP BIBLE”

The “Bebop Bible” will solve two of the most common problems among musicians. 1) The lack of a strong
musical vocabulary (licks, patterns, etc.) and 2) How to connect the ideas into smooth solos once they have
been memorized.

You will notice that the book not only contains melodic ideas to be played over individual chords (major, minor,
and dominant) but also a great number of larger musical sentences for chord progressions (i.e., IIm7 V7 Imaj7
and turn arounds. i.e., Imaj7 VI7 IIm7 V7.)

All the ideas are categorized into sections for easy reference and also the starting note (in interval notation) for
every idea is given (root, 3rd, 5th, 7th, etc.). This will enable you to use the ideas more quickly in your playing.

One way to give our solos continuity is to memorize musical sentences. The next step is to connect these sen-
tences into paragraphs. Here’s how we do it. In the IIm7 V7 Imaj7 section of the book the melodic ideas are
grouped according to the starting note of the [Im7 chord (the root of a Dm7 chord is D, the b3rd s F, the 5this
A, etc.). Also notice that the note the IIm7 V7 (Dm7 G7) resolves to when it reaches the Imaj7 (Cmaj7) chord
is indicated in interval notation. This is shown because if we wanted to connect the IIm7 V7 line to another
progression or add another idea, it’s important to know the starting note (interval) of the next idea for it to
connect smoothly.
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The lines in the “Bebop Bible” are written as straight 8th notes for easy reading but to play the ideas ina “bop”
swing fashion the 8th notes should be phrased like this:

=

Here are some tips for you to think about as you go through the book.
Learn small sections at a time, maybe 4 or 8 notes.

Play slowly to ensure correct programming of motor skills.
Transpose the ideas to all keys.

Learn the ideas in different octaves.

Practice singing the lines away from your instrument.

Tape the chord changes and play the ideas against them.
Experiment with breaking up the lines rhythmically.
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Incorporate the ideas into your playing immediately.
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Starting on the 2nd or 9th
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Starting on the 4th or 11th
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Starting on the 6th or 13th
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Starting on the 7th
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Starting on the Root
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Starting on the Root
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Starting on the 2nd or 9th
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Starting on the b3rd
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Starting on the 4th or 11th
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Starting on the 5th
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Starting on the 5th
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Starting on the 6th or 13th
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Starting on the Root
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Starting on the 5th
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Starting on the b7th
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DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the 6th or 13th
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Starting on the b5th
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord

The following [Im7 V7 Imaj7 ideas are in groups of threes because they utilize a common IIm7 chord idea.
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Ima;j7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7

Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IlIm7 chord
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[Im7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the [Im7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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[Im7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the [Im?7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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[Im7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord

D Glat C Maj.7
1&b|‘ _ ﬁq;j > kaF. 4
*‘ - 22
= - 1) S
3re
Jelt be by 2
———— ! - ~
A o o] e

be |the
| b '1'_%_‘ — o U
1 ———— 'r -
= T —
Root
D1 G C Maj.7
] 73\
7 * 7 =z
7 v ——
I;df
(alt)
A et eb e BFEL
] | | Py
- r
% — ' £
ath
/5\ "" L“‘:'t; N :/j\ \
T e e
LA d o4 uP_ “ P A "
== iae



IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord

WAL RCH TSN TS

Dom 7t C Maj.”
2 i i m
' S Pl = | -
£y 13 74
e NPT P s £
=SS = =
%3 3 3194 5 ———
In
—~— ?* ot o, P 3\ ka
| 4 | Py r d
‘ : z
T = rar , =
T' s 3
5t
D7 G 72k CMaj.7
,
iete I _
EEsmEmssmisSeT
— I8 i +3
Jrd
)
sth
s 2. L Lre.
s - o L}'b be r~ ’__P_F—F_L 'IP
o |
——
?



IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord

Dewn? G7 (alt) C Maj?
s
E : " 4 - r ~~~I
T ¢ _—
- .T: i_,_i‘i— 4|~r
9th
2 5 , g .
— l; 'J 1 ! I pi L 2
= — "
3ré
£ 2, ™
o o R——
S 9; . ,_fr*"fh ;
A= ? - ; nww:
Js
Dm? (@) CMay7
# 47 s
L2222, b2 :Hb;bpf
[Y l i | l l ]
= e — ==
=
3rd
J2EEL s hethert 2 o
Fre - y
and
’,’\
st LE s Lhe ,b b 4
IF 4
} : I |
3 3/

N —

(=3



IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the [Im7 chord

Dwm7 G C,Ma.j.”
— o 3
| | J Ny
L‘-' 574
17
Root
() ,,,b:: L
.ty b EFLEE, 2 ‘
T . - e i
£ —
ath
() n,ﬁ
—Er\ raw b : y I
'J-j—-’— ) ¥ —ﬁ/ | ]
) {
5th
Do Gam) CMaj”?
e, bebe |
! 2 . { . N
e e =
7323 +
777
1.%& . b Hl- "b‘j
'ii P
5th
32 1£ b#b&n *Ig — 2
e T E

\F

n—



IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord

G C Maj
o2 2 7Y
bey, . , +2EEE E_ L2Tt2
- F r jl _——
]

th
(at)
ey | o 3
——
T; 7Y L‘-l'?l-‘
5@ or3%2
C"l (a‘"') C M&i:’

i
o
0l
N

¥ ¢ ~
L
M|
- . = 7 A e A 31
o7 #‘,b: 3 27 5 =
[
5th
‘v‘f'uEF#ﬂ'? T = ;
o

#’4

O ——p | O]
X NN
[



IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord

Dwm? G (akt) C may’
> J * ! f K
'?. " ;ll x # 1 y 1_3'3‘
§1h op 9th
b tithe 4 TS
- I F‘J}I I !!l | T f
L
I !I 'L 4?( = e ’1 ?
;'fﬂ' 1% 3 ;:i'u ¥
I
5
D7 G') fak.} c Ma’ 1
b s z E?E’b\:'_'
e S=SE ’ e
L
b '_? Pbﬁu e A .
= E ; ’ ,:i:""_'?kuq_'é"
!
517
— Hfr fotfebe 2y Tﬂ: £
- o B L L




[Im7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord

G (3#) C Maj
22, bg
el ol 4 pf.p £ b"l e
_bﬁlb; | ﬁ ;—i
I, i
kM
5.4 f "#' y) b}t b" —_j
e i 2 d i
= rpf ert gE :
] 34
22222440ty e, 1] T3 be 20
o | —rre o e
—f— == ——
aré
Domd G7(aH) C Maj.?
‘ i ]
ssEE=IEteso—erere=cce
| 4 ‘-b’h’ T
b3rd
22t
} l | é é : |
’ ey
L
CM(M)
= H—*“i; ‘ ST
ETE 273 7 BEEE;

n—>a)



IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord

D G (ary C Maj?
2z £
ELZs» ‘ £1
- l | £ ”?—#—F'L }f —
S —— u
|
9th
E; 1‘ . o Fb b"’ | l
= ' EEE. e —
5t .
:,-' & b
rin st A-A]' F . #E# ! . @ [ re——— o~ ;h
1 —— ; ; — i ’_r_‘ IF?_F_ ]
L
Dow? G7 (at) C M3
— { '* ! W ] r ."b'
et EESSE
Ly
: . ——
- )—'—'—nﬂ'—H_?, _L_‘I_:._i__‘_t‘j ”g =
& 1
5th
Ly # —
; — " F_r #}'1 I
7 : ;%' ’ L =
|



IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord

Dwm? (7 (ak) CMaj.?
Lz, T pot 2 o
| o
T u IF - }ly ———
R
4 i p
22 T9Dn ot ok EX: 224 =
== ZLT_—»
|
3¢
tee,
. - - — ‘
: -—J 7 l ]L .
T ' 4 ; 45: “[ ‘;
3rd
Dw7 G? CMaj."
=
| %
- x4 + =
I
Root
(ait)
I 1 ! l f I,
== =ss e e
‘,
f
Root
{alt)
X y e
. P =z ==
v T .
47,3 ;(#;, ’ g

0\——)d‘!

t




IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord

Do G (ar) C Maj
y 222 |
— i F "ﬂ—q — =
T
#gth
Lot 2 £ 5,
EEas o =
| e—— |
9th
ot r 4 #'4‘ 'b ﬁ"s
e e e i
L,
Dm? G7 CMaj."
ff\.f-*
ot o fe £ ——
5 - T e : =
oth
| (ait) > Loty
lz-" 4b1h T
Root
(at)
= betetoly, — =
. & z E 7t B e e




IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the b3rd of the IIm7 chord

G7 [FUA] CM a; 1

el she D

- i
= Sy e
TJ
3d
| t P.l 1 | —l“
e i
5
#>Y £
J— I-Ab 1 J
! | I.b;! |v.v' H i - |‘1’ |-
? L}
G? CMaj.7
l ?'“'—'__‘ [ F I [,
! _J_‘ H;‘ | _f
=2 & 74
I
Gq(dﬂ.) gth
b.‘vb' g\q £¢p
- ] = ]
= ==
{
th
(alt) ?
beb Y-
- T | - 7 £ £
' r‘.’J = Bt
&




IIm7 V7 Ima;j7

Starting on the b3rd of the [Im7 chord

Dom? G (al) € Maj.?
T, el 2,
— -
3ré
, N hab, £y D‘ ~ e
ot r ! —
5‘1‘ 4
2
_m .fb -bi-"-' = 222,
e - =
Roof
D7 G7 CMa.j.q
-—j
4 ‘4 I —
—4 : e —
Root
(ast) —
: e J_ » g g i
| —=
L. i F—F—t? |
5t
(ast)
| 5
2 e : = =

=
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the b7th of the IIm7 chord

D (3 C Maj.
tetets, hp bt
SEasTasss== 7 =
- - 5th
teht oty | ert t 2
E==CE SESITT== —F——=
Ly
:"" b" v ﬁ > PR :e :!
T ‘i L Hb.‘ 4 tbt t 4 F II !-—w" -
51
Dw” G (aH) C Maj 7
2, £ £
e r - H‘_'a'\'l H'_ ‘l
n : rr_‘_i_‘_b "'?__r ﬁi 1 I } '__F_C -
L_— ! T ___}_Q
5th
£, _ A TE - bf ’ i o
= r_?_‘i—"b > = — - =
l
#
-~ & " e — ] J !lL il ”y
/ 1‘_}?3:’ 7 4-j " 79 -

A3

=




IIm7 V7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the b3rd of the I[Im7 chord
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IIm7 V7
Starting on the 4th or 11th of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7
Starting on the 6th or 13th of the IIm7 chord
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TURNAROUNDS
Starting on the Root of the Imaj7 chord
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TURNAROUNDS
Starting on the 3rd of the Imaj7 chord

CMa).” A Dw? &7
[ — ! ;
;w2 —— #
SN
NE
C mMaj, 7 Al Dm? G
: b4 b‘L ‘1'
' | g
_‘l : i_H-‘ P ] IP | —
¢ %
CMaj." AT Dw? G
T — — —
i i F"}[?- J DI—H
THF
CMay.’ A7 Dw? G7
] %i $ —
— — :
4+
C Ma}." AT D’ ar
1 W‘ 1 ’
) —Y ? #T 4
4 | i
C Majy.? b A7 Dwm7 G
=
h | L_‘
C May.? A7 Dwm? G1
3 5
== e

@

2N
%



C™Mai,”?

TURNAROUNDS

Starting on the 5th of the Imaj7 chord
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- TURNAROUNDS
Starting on the 5th of the Imaj7 chord
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IDEA SUBSTITUTION CHART
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