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COMPOSER’S NOTES

I can remember sitting in my junior high school band reading through my first Frank Ticheli piece;
I remember it because I found his style so unlike the other arrangements and “standards” that we
performed. Now, several years later, I realize the remarkable inspiration Ticheli’s music has made on

my own writing and growth as a musician.

Because of this, SHAD OW RITUALS was written particularly for the Manhattan Beach Music
Frank Ticheli Composition Contest and I dedicate it humbly to Frank Ticheli.

SHADOW RITUALS is thythmic, energetic, and challenges the performer to constantly stay
engaged in the music. The piece is a dark and mystical dance—a reflection of something primitive

or ancient.

A few comments on conducting are in order: tempo is very important to maintaining the energy
of the piece. Particularly for the first 45 measures it might be helpful to conduct using “small
beat patterns,” that is, relatively tiny conducting gestures for the quarter notes, and somewhat
larger conducting gestures for the main beats. There is more than one possible approach: you can
conduct quarter, quarter, quarter, half; you can conduct dotted-quarter, dotted-quarter, half; you
can conduct dotted-half, half to emphasize the 3+2 nature of many of the 5/4 measures. Since the
contrapuntal accompanying lines will not always be in the same rhythmic pattern as the melodic
lines, you will need to consider both the overall effect of the lines’ relationships to one another, and
each line’s rhythmic detail to best reach your own interpretation. Most important, you must strive

to keep the intensity and tempo at an exciting and consistent level.

For the calmer section (measures 82-116), it seems appropriate to conduct in a “halftime” feel — that
is, conducting only the stronger beats. The same will work for the climax (measures 152-168),

which should be conducted in “one.”

MICHAEL MARKOWSKI
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PRESERVING OUR MUSIC

IT IS IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE OUR MUSICAL HERITAGE
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

Acidic paper has been in widespread use since the turn of the century, and has
become the bane of archivists, librarians, and others who seek to preserve knowledge
intact, because it literally will self-destruct as it ages. Some paper, only three or four
decades old, already has become impossible to handle — so brittle it crumbles to the
touch. Surely we do not want today’s music to be unavailable to those who will inhabit
the future. If the music of the Renaissance had not been written on vellum it could
never have been preserved and we would not have it today, some four hundred years
later. Let us give the same consideration to the musicians in our future.

It was with this thinking that Manhattan Beach Music in 1988 first addressed the
needs of the archivist by printing all of its concert band music on acid-free paper
that met the standards specified in the American National Standard for Information
Sciences — Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials (ANSI Z39.48-1984).
The standard was revised on October 26, 1992 to include coated papers; all of
our new editions and reprints of older editions meet this revised standard. With
proper care and under proper environmental conditions, this paper should last for

at least several hundred years.

Technical notes: Paper permanence is related to several factors: The acidity or alkalinity (pH)
of the paper is perhaps the most critical criterion. Archival paper (also known as acid-free paper,
alkaline paper, and permanent paper) is acid-free, has a pH between 7.5 and 10, is tear resistant,
has an alkaline reserve equivalent to 2% calcium carbonate (to neutralize any acid that might arise
from natural aging of the paper or from environmental pollution), and contains no unbleached
pulp or groundwood (no more than 1% lignin by weight). The specific standards summarized here
are set forth in detail by the National Information Standards Organization in American National
Standard Z39.48-1992. For more information, contact: NISO, 4733 Bethesda Avenue, Suite 300,
Bethesda, MD 20814, http://www.niso.org/

This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO 739.48-1992

(Permanence of Paper)
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