LOVE ME, AND THE WORLD IS MINE

1906

Ernest R. Ball, one of America’s finest songwriters, grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, but is wasn’t long
before he found his way to New York. He possessed a first-class musical education and found plenty of
work as a pianist in the vaudeville theaters. He joined the staff of a major music publisher, and it was }
during the next twenty years that he composed many of his best songs, concentrating on sentimental and :
Irish songs. All the star performers of the day sang his music. “Love Me And The World Is Mine’” was
Ernest Ball’s first successful song and marked his transformation from a performer of other men’s songs
to a first-rank creator. The best lyricists of the time were happy to collaborate with him because they 3
knew he would prov:de the perfect music to enhance their lyrics.

Not much is known about David Reed, Jr. except that he published songs (he was a lyricist and
composer) between 1894 and 1923. Several of his songs were sung in Broadway shows of the period.

Since its introduction in 1906, “Love Me And The World Is Mine” has remained a favorite with
barbershop singers, who will drop everything to harmonize a chorus or two. The verse is a bit more -
challenging than the chorus, but its unusual harmonic structure and fine poetry are well worth the effort }
required. Don’t pay too close attention to the written rhythms and bar lines, but feel free to savor each .
delicious harmony without hurrying. :

Words by DAVID REED, JR. Music by ERNEST R. BALL j
(1872-1946) ) (1878-1927)
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on - ly know I love you; Love me, and the world
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8 love you; Love me, and the world
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