Launy Grendahl (1886-1960)
Dansk dirigent og komponist

Launy Grendahl blev uddannet privat som violi-
nist og komponist hos koncertmester i Det kgl.
Kapel Axel Gade og komponisten Ludolf Nielsen.
Han virkede fra 1906 som violinist i det orkester,
der var tilknyttet Casino-teatret i Kobenhavn, og
blev i 1919 dirigent i Dansk Koncertforening. Efter
en studierejse til Frankrig og Italien blev han i
1925 ansat som dirigent for det nystartede radio-
orkester, det senere Danmarks Radiosymfoni-
orkester, og her virkede han til 1956. - Han gjorde
gennem alle arene en stor indsats for dansk musik,
ikke mindst som en fremragende fortolker af Carl
Nielsens symfoniske varker. Hans banebrydende
indspilning med radiosymfoniorkestret af den 4.
symfoni var siledes steerkt medvirkende til alle-
rede i 1950’rne at gore Carl Nielsen internationalt
kendt. :

Launy Grondahl har komponeret en reekke kam-
mermusikveaerker bl.a. to strygekvartetter, flere or-
kestervaerker og tre solokoncerter, hvoraf trom-
bonekoncerten fra 1924 til stadighed har holdt sig
pé repertoiret.

Launy Grendahl (1886-1960)
Danish conductor and composer

Launy Grendahl was privately tutored in the vio-
lin and composition by Axel Gade, First Violinist
of the Royal Orchestra, and the composer Ludolf
Nielsen. From 1906 on he worked as violinist in
the orchestra associated with the Casino Theatre
in Copenhagen, and in 1919 became conductor at
the Danish Musical Society. In 1925, after a study
trip to France and Italy, he was appointed conduc-
tor of the newly-established radio orchestra - later
the Danish Radio Symphony Orchestra - and wor-
ked there until 1956.

Throughout all these years he made a great contri-
bution to Danish music, not least as an outstand-
ing interpreter of Carl Nielsen’s symphonic
works. His pioneering recording of the Fourth
Symphony wiht the Radio Symphony Orchestra
was a strong contributory factor in making Carl
Nielsen an international name as early as the fifti-
es.

Launy Grendahl composed a number of chamber
works including two string quartets, several orch-
estral works, and three solo concerti, among
which the trombone concert of 1924 has constant-
ly remained in the repertory.



Launy Grendahl:
Concerto for trombone and orchestra

Launy Grendahl composed his trombone con-
certo in 1924 during a stay in Italy, and had it
printed in Milan by G. Ferrario; where it went
through two issues. ,

The work was probably written in response to
the high standard of the trombone section of
the Royal Orchestra in Copenhagen, with An-
ton Hansen and the then young Vilhelm Aar-
krogh, as the leading members. The concerto
is dedicated to Vilhelm Aarkrogh, who was the
soloist in the first performance. The work has
since won widespread international recogniti-
on as one of the standard items in the recent
trombone repertory.

The solo trombonist of the Royal Orchestra
Palmer Traulsen (1913-1975) added his own
very personal touch to his interpretation of the
work, and in his 1974 version made various
changes in the music which it has become tra-
ditional for trombonists to follow. In the pre-
sent edition, however, the score has in the main
been restored to its original form. At a few
points, though, the shift of an octave in the so-
lo part suggested by Palmer Traulsen has
been retained, but with the textual addition oc-
tava ad libitum. At the same time the many er-
rors (in the solo part, score, orchestral material
and piano arrangement) which flawed previ-
ous editions have been corrected.

I am very grateful to the solo trombonist
Thorkild Graae Jorgersen for advice and in-
formation on the concerto and its correct per-
formance. As a member of the Danish Radio
Symphony Orchestra (1941-1989), Thorkild
Graae Jorgensen is a close acquaintance of
Launy Grendahl and has several times perfor-
med the trombone concerto with the composer
himself as conductor.

Important note on tempo: all three move-
ments, at the express wish of the composer,
have the same basic tempo (indicated by the
metronome rate 80).

Per Gade, February 1992
Copenhagen/Tokyo

Launy Grendabhl:
Koncert for trombone og orkester

Launy Grendahl komponerede sin trombone-
koncert i 1924 under et ophold i Italien og lod
den trykke i Milano hos G. Ferrario, hvor den
udkom i to oplag.

Vaerket er formentlig skrevet under indtryk af
den hgje standard, som pregede basungrup-
pen i Det kgl. Kapel i Kebenhavn med Anton
Hansen og den dengang unge Vilhelm Aar-
krogh som de ledende medlemmer. Koncerten
er tilegnet Vithelm Aarkrogh, som ogsa fore-
stod uropferelsen. Den har siden vundet stor
international udbredelse som et af den nyere
basunlitteraturs standardvarker.

Solobasunist i Det kgl. Kapel, Palmer Traulsen
(1913-1975) tilfgjede koncerten sin helt person-
lige opfattelse og foretog i sin udgave fra 1974
forskellige andringer i nodeteksten, som der
siden blandt basunister er blevet tradition for
at folge. I den her foreliggende udgave er tek-
sten imidlertid fert tilbage til sin oprindelige
form. Et par steder er dog den af Palmer
Traulsen foresldede oktavomlaegning af solo-
stemmen bibeholdt, men med tilfajelsen »ok-
tava ad libitum«. Samtidig er der foretaget ret-
telser af de talrige fejl ( i bade solostemme,
partitur, orkestermateriale og klaverudtog),
som skeemmer de hidtidige udgaver.

Jeg skylder solobasunist Thorkild Graae Jor-
gensen en varm tak for rad og oplysninger
vedrorende koncerten og den korrekte udfo-
relse. Som medlem af Danmarks Radiosymfo-
niorkester (1941-1988) har Thorkild Graae
Jorgensen et neert kendskab til Launy Gren-
dahl og har flere gange fremfort trombone-
koncerten under komponistens egen ledelse.
Vigtig note vedr. tempo: alle tre satser har ifel-
ge komponistens udtrykkelige enske samme
grundtempo (angivet ved metronombetegnel-
sen 80).

Per Gade februar 1992
Kobenhavn/Tokyo
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Pour Trombone et Pianc ou Orchestire

I LAUNY GRONDAHL (1924)
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