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ionel Bart

It is perhaps

only fitting that

} = the man who first
opened the door for

today’s millions to the
entertainment treasure of
Charles Dickens’ genius,
by using it as inSpiration

2 for a musical, is himself
a rarlty—the triple-threat creator who
writes everything in the show: the
score, the lyrics and the book.

And it is somehow especially fitting that
Lionel Bart, who is at 36 England’s
most famous author of modern-day
musicals, should have chosen “Oliver!”
with which to do it. For, like Oliver,
Bart came to fame from humble

cockney beginnings.

Bart’s first popular success drew directly
on his own unaffluent childhood. It
was called “Fings Ain’t Wot They

Used T'Be,” and it opened new horizons
in the London musical theatre.

As a child, Lionel Bart’s favorite candy
came wrapped with a picture of
Oliver Twist crying for more candy;
25 years later, he wrote “Oliver!”

He had sensed a built-in theatricalism in
Dickens, who was a would-be play-
wright himself. The master story-teller,
who wrote “Oliver Twist” over a
century ago, has been called by the
distinguished literary critic, Edmund
Wilson, “the greatest dramatic writer the
English had had since Shakespeare . .




he Story

“Oliver!” is about “the search for love,” Lionel Bart once said. In the key song,
“Where Is Love?”, Oliver yearns for his mother. Nancy hungers for Bill Sikes’
love, and even Fagin seeks it in his gang of youngsters.

The story tells of a boy born in a workhouse, to a woman of obvious good breed-

ing. She dies in childbirth. The boy is later sold to the highest bidder when he dares

to ask for more food. This high bidder, an undertaker, mistreats him, and an
assistant bullies the little lad.

Oliver manages to escape, finds his way to London, and meets a young lowlife
" known as the Artful Dodger, who brings him to the lair of an old fence, Fagin,
where the boy is tutored in crime.

He meets Nancy and Bill Sikes, friends of Fagin. Though Nancy loves the
e ruffian Sikes, she feels sympathy for Oliver when Bill picks on him. On his
first attempt as a pickpocket, Oliver is arrested and charged with steal-
ing from a Mr. Brownlow. Recognizing something in Oliver he
cannot put his finger on, Brownlow takes the boy home and
starts him on a new and happy life.

But one day, out doing an errand for
his benefactor, Oliver is seized
by Sikes and—reluctantly—
by Nancy, too. How Brown-
low learns that he is Oliver’s
great-uncle, and how Nancy gives
her life to rescue Oliver for Sikes—
these elements in Dickens’ tale are
@ rclated faithfully, but in a new, “never
before” way, through drama, music and
dance.




from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's "OLIVER!"

Food Glorious Food

Words and Music by
LIONEL BART
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Oliver

from the Columbia Pictutes — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart’s "OLIVER!”

Words and Music by
LIONEL BART
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's "OLIVER!”

Boy For Sale

Words and Music by

LIONEL BART
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's "OLIVER!”
Where IS Love ? Words and Music by
LIONEL BART

Slowly, but rhythmically
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's “OLIVER!”

Pick A Pocket Or Two

Words and Music by

LIONEL BART

Steadily
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1. In this life one thing counts: In the bank large a - mounts!
2. Why should we break our backs, Stup - id - ly pay - ing  tax?
3. Rob - in Hood, what a  crook! Gave a - way what he  took,
4.Take a tip from Bill Sikes: He can whip what he likes,
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's "OLIVER!”

Consider Yourself

Moderate march tempo

Words and Music by
LIONEL BART
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Barr's "OLIVER!"

I'd Do Anything

Words and Music by

LIONEL BART
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from the Columbia Pictutes — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart’s “OLIVER!”

Be Back Soon

Words and Music by

LIONEL BART
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's "OLIVER!”

As Long As He Needs Me

Words and Music by
LIONEL BART
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's “OLIVER!”

Who Will Buy?

Words and Music by
LIONEL BART
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¥ Afier additional lyrics following 2nd ending, sing these words so above music marked *:
Who will buy this wonderful feeling? I'm so high I swear I could fly! What a sky! A heavenly ceiling, Iaviting you to come and buy!
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Who will buy this morning of mornings? Makes you feel you're walking on air. Ev'ry tree and flower is singing,

TAdditiomzl film lyrics following 2nd ending: (Sing to music markedt)
to be alive to see, The dawning of a day so fair!”
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's "OLIVER!”

It's A Fine Life

‘Moderately

Words and Music by

LIONEL BART
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of Lionel Bart's "OLIVER!”

Reviewing The Situation

43

Words and Music by
LIONEL BART
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mi - sery she'd makefromme - I think I'd better think it out a - gain.——— A

morrow to you, Magistrate! " I think I'd better think it out a - gain.———M— So
normal rateand all, but wait! I think I'd better think it out a - gain. _ What

qul’? | Rall.
e
who  will change the scene for me ? Don't
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from the Columbia Pictures — Romulus motion picture production of

Oom-Pah-Pah

uick waltz tempo

Lionel Bart’s "OLIVER!”

Words and Music by
LIONEL BART
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Oom - pah - pah! Oom - pah - pah!
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that’s how it goes, Qom -pah - pah! Oom-pah -pah! ev-’ry-one knows; They all sup -
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pose what they want to sup - pose, When they hear Oom - pah- pah!
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bin on  the gin or the beer. 1 you've got  the pa - tience, your
thought an - y - bod - y could see, Se - cret - ly he'd buy it and
an - kles to °~ all of the men. They could see her gar - ters, but
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own im-ag -1 - na-tions Will tell you just ex - act-ly what you want to hear.
drink it on the qui-et, And dream he was an earl wiv a girl -on each knee.
p not for free and gra-tis, An inch or two and then she knew when to say when.H |
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Oom - pah - pah! Qom - pah - pah! thats how it goes, Ocm - pal - pah! Oom - pah - pah!
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They all sup - pose what they want to sup - pose,
ev - 'ry - one knows; What is the cause cf his red shin - ¥y nose?
Wheth -er it hid - den or wheth - or it shows,
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When they hear
Can it be
Its the same
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