
THE OPENER
Music by Bill Evans
As Played on I Will Say GoodbYe

Figure 8-lntro and Solo

It was a joy to work on the luscious harmonies in the first part of "The OpenerJ'

Here we see the refined side of Bill Evans as a master of harmony and touch. I once heard

his playing described as "three handed"-that is to say that he would provide melody with

the right hand, bass tones with the left, and both hands shared in the role of harmony in

the "third" part. This is even evident when looking at the transcription-Evans didn't just

play a melody over a bunch of chords; he was a master of voice leading.

Evans uses many interesting approaches in this solo, employing scaletone triads,

chord outlines, and the like. In measure 65, Evans uses a touch of blues. The passage

starts with an ascending A minor pentatonic scale followed by a blue note (Eb). We

hear a similar hint of blues in measure 52 with his use of the flat 3rd (Ab) and again in

measure 69.
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