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Armold Schoenberg composed his one {completed) Piano Con .
. carto Op.
the second half of 1942, it is the last work in which he combined thep pi?nci?;;gi

o‘f composition with twelve notes related only 1o one another with those of clas-
sical form, a procgdure he had preferred ever since the Serenade Op. 24 and
the Quintet for Wind Instruments Op. 26. In the Piano Cencerte wf‘u'ch has

features in common with both the “Ode to Na v
or poleon” after Lord Byron &)
and the (unfinished) Organ Sonata {(1841), the synthetic character isypartici:nl.a::ﬁ

clear: ﬁ'ad”ienal facf{)ls are to be 10Und bﬂth i @ actua {al {f th 1
i n th i
ini ' - I sound of the piec

The Concerio is based on the series (B = Basic set)

:)(; ﬁi}aii?ngnugccctrdarce with the principle of complementing each half of a series
‘ a welve-note field from the matchin ies in i

‘ . g half of a s

form) the inverted form transposed down a fifth is assigned (I S)enes " fnverted

— o

Y

SRR “&.—:&ﬁ: T A¥T
X% 3 :

+ CBRITIED Y u——

One can recognize the princi

le of 3 :
all four movements — waltz, sp Compressed movements in the formal layout:

cherzo, adagio, and rondo
o . X ) -~ although con
ough to be clearly independent of one another, flow inte one ancgher angafs;frg

asi . o ;
2 s;fr}wg!znuar;g. Th;s is underlsqed by the return of the first subject as an apotheosis

- and by the unity of the musical language, which creates a wealth
kind of formal planning certainly
| of absolute

Life was so easy
suddenly hatred broke out {Prestaé':: 72)

a grave situation was created {Adagi
. io
but life goes on {Rondo). (Adagio

¢ ls this
| 2 programme that was later concealed, or an explanatory afterthought?

HOWGVEJ one

i &Y answer the quesﬁ@” th

; f 3 e fact is ”lat one can Scaicey legaid
he i 1ano CQHC@”O as p‘ﬂgfam“le mUSiC |

The compactness of .
i the work is .
ships and by the tonal fayout, guaranieed by its wealth of formal relation-

The first movement begins with a very extensive part based on the basic set
{and the inversion transposed by a fifth which is associated with it), and the
tinale begins and ends In the same serial region. And at all the crucial formal
points, the main theme appears in the same transpositions, e. g. at the beginning
of the 3rd section of the Ist movement (B, 133ff) and at the apotheosis in the

finale (B. 44411},
To clarify the two means by which the form is created, the following survey of
the form will take account of both motivic-thematic and dodecaphonic relation-

ships.
The premiere of the Plano Concerto took place In New York on the 6th February
10844, with the NBC Symphony Orchestra conducted by Leopeld Stokowski (and

HRd

Eduard Steuermann as soloist). The American composer Virgil Thomson, active
at the time as critic of the “"New York Herald Tribune” wrote in his understanding
review: “The expression of the work is romantic, and uncommonly full of feeling,
as is Schoenberg’s way and the best Viennese tradition.”

Formal layout

Bars 1—175: 1st movement (Waltz); 176-—183; 7585 Resumption of the 3rd part
2nd movement (Scherzo); 284328 3rd move- in a minor second itransposition,
ment {“Adagio™); 329--422: 4th movement combination with the musical
{(Rondo) idea developed singe B. 39

I. Andante (J-= 44; & = 132), Yemelre, tri- 86132 Second section {development cha-

pariite, often in passacaglia styie racter)

. . ; . e . 46 (bipartite: B. 86--106; 107—132)
85 First section (bipartite: B. 1 : 86— 83 transitional solo {2nd transi-

4685 :

- 3‘}9 tripartite opening solo {based _tional motive) )
on basic set and | 5) 80102 Theme of t{ze 15t part (ma;or
118 st part {main theme} sixth  transposition) combvmed
1728 2nd parnt with both transitional motives,
2939 3rd part {climactic variant main theme first in the bass
(double bass — st horn), then

of the 1st parl) { "
38— 46 transitional tutti (centinuing in the upper voice (flutes/oboes/

motives from B. 33§, ist transi- clarinets)
1031068 splitting up of the motive

tional motive)
46— B5 triparlite tuiti  with piano from B. 102 (tutti, without piano)

obligate 107—116 themse of the 2nd part, minor
4682 resumption of the st par, seventh transposition, worked oul
transposed by a fifth (tutli), com- contrapunially {tutll, without

bination with the contrasting plang}

transitional motive (solo piano) 117121 continuation
8274 resumption of the 2nd part, fourth transposition)
transposed by a major segond, 122—128 contiauation, dense contra-
combination with the musiecal puntal treatment with changing
idea developed singe B. 39, chords {minor sixth transpesition}
drawn out in passage work 126131 cadenza with symmetrical

(augmented



pitch sequences (juxtaposition . of
the notes of the associated set
forms)

32 transiional tuttl bar

433175 Third section {continuation of the

development, recapitulation, and trans

sition to the 2nd movement)

133142 recapitulation of the main
theme (ist violin},
ornamented by the piano, with
a rich orchestral accompaniment,
and of the 1st transitional motive
{B. 140); bipartite - {B. 133185,
155--175) : ;

142155 strongly - altered, broken-up
form of the theme from the 2nd

part {B. 17 i), with transifion 1o’

the 1st transitional motive
185157 transitional bars {solo}
158175 resolution with elements of

development, preparation of the

scherzo theme {ab B. 180}

il. Moito allegro {(5 = 108} Yemslre

176—198 Main section (beginning with fifth
transposition of the series)

198214 iIntermediate section with  pointed
rhythms (based on fourth transposi-
tion)
215234 Middle section related thematically
to the main section
216222 poco  tranquillo (é&né},
based on the minor sixth trans-
position

223231 climax section {"'sirin-
gendo”), based on minor second
transposition

231234 transitional  bars . (climax)
with anticipation of the recapi-
tulation

235--263 Recapitulation {intensified) and coda
25242 return of the beginning of
the movement with major third
transposition
243263 coda (resolution with ele-
ments of development), based on
transpositions  of  minor sixth
(B. 253263} and minor  second
{B. 243252}

Ul Adagio ( ¢ = 56) Yemetre. Bipartite form
264302 1st part
264278 After two introductory bars,

virtuosically

main. section . (i), based on
tritone transposition o
277285 after “an . introductory solo
bar, free inversion of the preceds
ing bars, based on malor second
transposition, . with . added . new
principal voice in the solo piano
286--302 Piano - Solo ' piu isrgo,
=48] and- transition o the 2nd-
part. .

303328 2nd part :
303307 Return. to B. 26611, (intensi-
fied, ‘but shortened) (tulti) -
308817 - Return to B, 218 1. dutt))
318--329. Piu largo (e = 44). Return to
B.286 1, - (solo-tutti). B, 325 ff,
Plano cadenza’ as transition o
the finale. :
. Glocoso {moderato} J = 78, ¢-metre, in
the form of a sonata rondo

330—348  Ritornello {bipartite)
i 330--337 18t part (based on basic sel
338348 2nd part (frequent change of
transposition)

349--370. Couplet - . {beginning. - with
trangposition) -

371389 . Ritornallo - (based on. bssic set)
Contrapuntal - combination with the
couplet . theme (in the solo. pianv),
from B. 878 of the 2nd part

390419 - meho: moyso J =86, ‘development
B, 404 reminiscence  of - the  adagio
theme {in the st violin) (of. B. 266 1),
8. 406 reminiscence of the main theme
-of the st movement {in the claringt),
B. 407 of ‘the main theme of the rondo
; (in the piano): -0 ‘
420428 Couplet {theme in the flute, then in
: Cthe clatingl), with transformation of
the -adagio ‘theme ‘as an additional
principal voice (1st oboe)
430443 Ritornetlo - with- developmenta!l sle-
ments: e
444.--467 - Recapitulation of the main theme
of the st movement (in contrapuntal
combination :with- other themes and
motives) {apatheosis)
468482 Coda {rom B. 481 based on the
bagic set)’

fritone

R. St



2 Fidten (2. auch kleine Fldte)

2 Oboen
2 Kilarinetten
2 Fagotte
4 Homer

2 Trompeten -

3 Posaunen
Baf3tuba
Pauken
Xylophon
Glocken

GroBe Trommel

Becken
Tamtam

Kleine Trommel

Soloklavier
I. Geige

ll. Geige
Bratsche
Violoncello
Kontrabaf3

Alle Instrumente sind in C notiert.
All instruments are notated in C.

2 Flutes (2nd changing to Piccolo)

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets

2 Bassoons

4 Horns

2 Trumpets

3 Trombones
Bass Tuba
Kettledrums
Xylophone
Bells
Bass Drum
Cymbals
Tamtam
Snare Drum
Piano solo
1st Violin
2nd Violin
Viola
Violoncello
Double bass

12 Flote

3 auch kleine Flite)
72 Ohoe

7.2, Kiurinette

1.2 Fagort

12 Horn

24, Horn

1 2. Trompete

12.3. Posaune

Baptuba

Pauken
Xvlophon

Glocken

Grafe Trommel
Becken

Tamtam

Kleine Trommel

Solo - Klavier

1. Geige

i Geige

Bratsche

Violancello

Kontrabaf

Klavierkonzert

Andante (d.=24: D -132)

(1942)

Arnold Schoenberg, op. 42

) 4

5

2 o

Andante (J.- 44; 2 =132
1

e

Copyright 1944 by G. Schirmer, Inc., New York

Copyright renewed 1972 by Belmont Music Publishers, Los Angeles

Published in the Philharmonia edition by permission

W. Ph. V. 462
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