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MAN: You hear the static? | F I N A L

love that sound. To me, it’s the sound
of a time machine starting up.
Now, let’s visualize.

| J Imagine if you will, it’s November 1928.
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You’ve just arrived
at the doors of the Winter garden theatre in New York..
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You came by horse, I suppose.
I mean, a horse drawn carriage..
You weren't actually riding the horse.
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Anyway, it’s very cold and.... ___—ﬁ o L _J__ l’é #i
12 3 lebe € = — =
T — e S =
3 T / = N t |
~ -
cresc.

|
A

:
1

3
i ]
1 1 i

bo

7 J 9

< YT

P

a heavy grey sleet is falling from the sky but you don’t care....
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because you’re going to see a Broadway show!......
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Isn’t this wonderful?
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Don’t you love overtures? OQvertures are out of style now. 1
miss them. 1t’s a polite way of beginning the evening,. It’s

the show’s way of welcoming you. “Hello, welcome. The meal
will be served shortly, but in the mean time, would you like
an appetizer?” That’s what an overture is. A musical
appetizer. I’ll shut up now.
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Another thing I love about Overtures is the speculation. Oh,
what was that song? It’s syncopated. It’s probably a dance
number. Of course, I know what it is.
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and you know you’re only seconds away and from being transported.
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Live orchestra in pit!
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And the overture builds and builds to its climax, and the
r seat and as you’re
yourself “A new Gable

lights dim and you settle back in you
‘tting there in the dark you think to

ad Stein musical."”
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"The Drowsy Chaperone"
Op en i ng S Cen e Music And Lyrics By
Lambert & Morrison
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Revised Oct. 12
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#1A-Opening Scene

TOTTENDALE: How do I look, Underling? FINAL-OCT. 5
UNDERLING: You look radiant, Mrs. Tottendale.
TOTTENDALE: I do love this dress so. It never goes out of style.
UNDERLING: It’s a miracle, Madam.
TOTTENDALE: Now, the guest will be arriving shortly.
UNDERLING: Yes, madam.
TOTTENDALE: And why are they coming?
UNDERLING: For the wedding, madam.
TOTTENDALE: The wedding! Of course! Oh, I love a wedding. I shall go put
on my fancy dress.
UNDERLING: You’re wearing it, madam.
TOTTENDALE: Silly me. Oh, I do love this dress. It never goes out of
style. When will the guests be arriving?
UNDERLING: They will be here shortly, madam.
TOTTENDALE: Oh! I shall go put on my fancy dress.
UNDERLING: Oh, Mrs. Tottendale.
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F a ncy Dr e S s “The Drowsy Chaperone”
FINAL-OCT. 3 e e
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Underling;:
FINAL-OCT. 9
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FINAL-OCT. 9
TOTTENDALE: What was that sound?
UNDERLING: The doorbell madam.
.
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Robert; FINAL-OCT.9
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George FINAL-OCT. 9
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truck loads of Gardenias. Now, you have meet them in the
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"The Drowsy Chaperone"
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Revised Gangster's Exit

Oct. 12
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"The Drowsy Chaperone"
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always a favorite of mine.

Cold Feets
FINAL-OCT. 9

MAN: The groom was played by the dashing Percy Hyman. He was
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"The Drowsy Chaperone"

Music And Lyrics By
Lambert & Morrison
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. GEORGE:Whatta ya mean, you can’t be here till eight? The wedding’s at 7:30 you incompetent boob! It’s the minister.
Need 1 remind you, Padre, you are not the only minister in town! What? Well! this is not the only town in the state!
And he calls himself a man of God. Say, what are you up to?
ROBERT: I'm singing a song an old Negro taught me. A Dixie remedy for
wedding day jitters.
GEORGE: You’ve got jitters? You got the easy part! I have the weight
of the wedding on my shoulders!
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"The Drowsy Chaperone"
revised Oct.12
Best Man for the Job (Part 2) _ |
Music And Lyrics By
L A VerSion Lambert & Morrison
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MAN: Just ignore it. It will stop soon. It does this occasionally.

It rings. Just ignore it. What? What do you want? What?
The machine picks up.

MAN (V.0.)

Hello. I'm not able to pick up the telephone at the moment
but that doesn’t necessarily mean I'm out. Please leave a
short clearly worded message after the sound and I will call
you back at my convenience.

{The machine beeps. A dial tone is heard.}

#5-Best Man ForThe Job

Revised Oct, 12

Oh, God. Well, that’s it, isn’t it? The moment is ruined.

Thank you. Thank you life. It’s like a ¢

ell phone goin g off

in a theatre. God, I hate that. “Hello?””Hi, what are you
doing?"”Oh, I'm at the theatre ruining the moment. Ho u
you?” “Oh, I couldn’t get out tonight so I thought I'd rui..

the moment by proxy.” They didn’t have cell phones in 1928,
but I'm sure they had something for the ruining of moments.

Bugles, or something.
He moves the needle back.
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PIANO/VOCAL

Oct. 12

Cue: Anyway...

Janet By The Pool

...the scene shifts and we find the

#SA

"The Drowsy Chaper-one"

Music And Lyrics By
Lambert & Morrison

bride, the glamorous Janet Van De Graaff entertaining
questions from reporters as she lounges by the pool.
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Janet:

Show Off

L.A. Version

#6

"The Drowsy Chaperone"

Music And Lyrics By
Lambert & Morrison
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"The Drowsy Chaperone"

Music And Lyrics By
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L.A. Version
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FELDZIEG: That’s great boys. Keep it up. I’'m going to work on the
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KITTY: Mr. Feldzieg, what's going on here? #10-Toledo Su rprise
FELDZIEG: Ah, Kitty. I'm developing a new vasss
act with the Pastry Chefs. Something for the show.

KITTY: The Pastry Chefs? They’re not even in the union!

FELDZIEG: Kitty, can we talk about this elsewhere?

KITTY: Oh, no Mr. Feldzeig. You're putting Pastry Chefs in the show

and you won’t put me in? I’'m a trained professional!

FELDZIEG: Yes. Yes, that’s true. You spent a little time in Toledo,

didn’t you?
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KITTY: Why, sure I did. I was there for three months. I played the

Nurse in a touring production of “Oh, What a Pair.”

FELDZIEG: Say, why don’t you help them out with the vocals? You know,
use your professionalism.
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Kitty's dance

#10-Toledo Surprise

9/29/05
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ALDOLPHO: Wait! Wait! Aldolpho, he makE -7
announcement.. Wedding is off! T: : irl. H M
FELDZIEG: Yessoooo that’s terrible. gﬁi%engeb:&glssed a French girl. Her name is Mimi.
GEORGE: What? For the love of God why? X ' : s
ALDOLPHO: Aldolpho has made love to bride! (l)!rﬁ)yBll:Ergr’llc‘;hI couldn't help it Janet. She was just like you,
FELDZIEG: That’s not the bride, you idiot. GEORGE: Sweet mother of Pearl!
That’s the Chaperone. 3 . - - . . 0
ALDOLPHO: Whaat? Wedding is on! Wedding is on! Egg%ﬁﬂ’ﬁ&%g‘{ggﬁg’i‘fém‘:c‘i;fni’-' this commotion about?
GEORGE: Thank God. TOTTENDALE: Wedding? Oh, 1 love weddings!
JANET: The weddingis offt = @« UNDERLING: Well, it's off.
: Yessoooo that’s heartbreaking. . Oh :
¢ _RGE: What? TOTTENDALE: Oh, how terrible.
FELDZIEG: Yes, what a tragedy! What a wonderful,
wonderful tragedy!
Clear the floor, boys, I'll show you how it's done.
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#10-Toledo Surprise
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PIANO/VOCAL

()ct.12

Act 1 Finale

#10A

"The Drowsy Chaperone”

Music And Lyrics By
Lambert & Morrison
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#11

PIANO/VOCAL
"The Drowsy Chaperone"
g , g ' g Music And Lyrics By
9/29/05 L. A. Vers,on Lambert & Morrison
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#11-Message from a Nightingale

Kitty: 9/29/05
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PIANO/VOCAL

9/29/05

Man: Act Two of the Drowsy

Chaperone starts with this, (starts

Bride's Lament

#12

"The Drowsy Chaperone”

Music And Lyrics By
Lambert & Morrison

L.A. Version

.. a haunting lament from a very depressed Bride. She

sings it standing on her balcony bathed in the pale blue

light of a sympathetic moon, which is ridiculous because it’s
the middle of the day.

Now, when your listening to this, try to ignore the lyrics.

record) I know it will be difficult, but block them out. They’re not
the best, but the tune is beautiful, and it truly
communicates the bride’s state of mind. Just ignore the
Slow ballad lyrics.
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#12-Bride’s Lament
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The melody is so simple, it jus
misty when I think of that tiny

t floats in the air. And I must confess I always get a little
jacket lying on the pedestal, it's long sleeves dangling

on the floor.
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The melody is the thing, isn’t it. It’s old fashioned, you
know?
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That’s why I like to drink while I’m listening to it.
Alcohol enhances the nostalgia.
Oh! Suddenly Robert appears
on the opposite side of the stage.
49 DSO 51 52
| 3 s o e :¥ s et e 1'::
N o N\ DY e iy |ttt e |
f v O -



#12-Bride’s Lament

9/29/05
Robert
53 X .
— — 1 N 1
A —— ! = —— ] -
HE—4 g —————— ¢ & 15
Mon - key mon - key mon - key
’ e —_ =
I L | et 1 } 1 | st 1 1 1 7 1 . P
P—) ; ————te ; o — ' i
e———a——* ——y———© 2

%

Robert and Janet are experiencing the same emotion. They are
in a sense, calling to each other.
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PIANO/VOCAL #13

Dream Balle t "The Drowsy Chaperone"
9/29/05 Aug' 75th reading Music And Lyrics By

Lambert & Morrison
I'm going to turn up the volume because we’re entering a very
exciting section of the show. Very innovative; a prolonged
musical sequence, an elaborate dream ballet, in which the
plot of the show is advanced through dance. It’s from
Robert’s point of view, a literal manifestation of his
tortured mental state, as represented by the dancing monkeys.
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It was the first time anything like this had ever been done.
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Man: Now Robert and Janet’s dancer selves take over. You know,
dancer versions of themselves. Better dancers, basically. And
they dance a kind of balletic dance of longing.
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MAN (cont'd)

This moment really breaks my heart. Robert sees the object of his desire. But she's just out of reach. Separated

from him, by distance, which'is of course a metaphorical representation of the emotional distance that separates th

em - I'm stating the obvious - but I just find this so moving, because you can just feel the longing.

And we can all relate, because we've all experienced that. The longing. gnawing desire for something we can’t have, for various
reasons, for instance the constraints of social propriety ora father who is from another era completely, from Victorian

times... sorry. I'm making this about me. But really, we’reall made miserable by these arbitrary rules of social

propriety. My mother is a perfect example. She was someonewho was judged harshly for her behavior. When really she was

a just a free spirit. She was - how - you had to know her -well, okay here’s a good story about my mother. I took her to

New York for her fiftieth birthday to see Cats. It was at theWinter Garden, coincidentally. I hadn’t seen it, I heard it

was good, so we went and she hated it. Remember, this was awoman who grew up watching Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers and
she just couldn’t deal with dancers covered in fur licking themselves on stage. So we went back to the hotel and she

broke open the mini bar and got absolutely blasted, and shewas jumping up and down on the bed, singing “memories” in a
screechy cat voice, and people were pounding on the walis,and the manager came up with two security guards, and she

said, “oh they’re going to take me to the Heavyside lair!”,and then a mirror was smashed somehow, and people streamed

into the halls in their bathrobes, as she was bundled intothe elevator, and she peed all over herself as they were

dragging her through the lobby... And - oh my God this is aterrible story. Sorry. Sorry. I'm babbling. I'm ruining this

moment. And I'm ruining the drama of the moment that follows,when George is shot. Oh! Sorry! I gave it away! Forget what I
said! ‘

=

&
|
[
]
ANb
e
_‘1

MAN (cont'd)
Well, it's much more effective when you don't see it coming. Oh
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Robert: No! I must marry

Janet, or George will die! # “
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PIANO/VOCAL
"The Drowsy Chaperone”
9/29/05 | R ber L . .
/ ememper Love Music And Lyrics By
. Lambert & Morrison
Aug. 15th reading
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Kitty: No, even better.
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L.A. Version

Presenting Henri, the

#15
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Music And Lyrics By
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Best Man for the Job (Part 3)
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Trix's Return

#17

"The Drowsy Chaperone"

Music And Lyrics By
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"The Drowsy Chaperone"

| Do, | Do In The Sky

Op-1empe | L.A. Version

Music And Lyrics By
Lambert & Morrison
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Finale Ultimo
L.A. Version
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